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HE Z5 The goal of this course is to help students improve their paragraph and essay writing skills. By the end of
the course, it is hoped that students should be able to write clear and concise paragraphs and have a better
idea of what constitutes a well-written short essay

B E B &= Tt will be very important to distinguish early in the course differences between ”spoken” and “written” English.
Additionally, there will be a strong focus on basic structural rules that apply to written English. Students
will have considerable freedom in choosing topics that they wish to write about, be it current events or issues
that they feel are important to them. Students will be writing several paragraphs both in class and as homework.
Toward the end of the course, they will also be expected to write a short essay.
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It will be very important for students to bring paragraph/essay topic ideas to class. Additionally, they may
at times be asked to examine the written work of their classmates. Students should be ready to provide and
accept advice and constructive criticism.
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All material will be provided by the instructor. Students will need to bring a pen/pencil and A4 paper to class.
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1 Introductions and expectations. Handout on common Review handout received in class. EEEE | v —T
mistakes in paragraphs —

2 Paragraph topics sentences Before class: Review “mistakes” N )
handout. After class: Review
information about topic sentences

3 Supporting the paragraph’s topic sentence, concluding Before class: Review topic N N

sentences

sentences information. After class:
Review support for topic sentences

and concluding sentences handouts.

4 Keeping the paragraph flow “smooth”

Before class: Review support for I U
topic sentences and concluding
sentences handouts. After class:
Review ”smoother” sentences

handout.




Understanding how to organize paragraphs

Before class: Review ”“smoother”
sentences handout. After class:

Review organization handout

Importance of including ample information

Before class: Review organization
handout. After class: Review

importance of information handout

Determining what is important information (irrelevant

sentences), incomplete sentences

Before class: Review importance of
information handout. After class:
Review handouts about irrelevant

and incomplete sentences.

Brainstorming, keeping a good balance of information in

paragraphs

Before class: Review irrelevant and
incomplete sentences handouts.
After class: Review information

balance handout.

Review of what we have covered thus far in class

Before class: Review information
balance handout. After class:

Prepare for next week’ s exam.
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Midterm. Students will rewrite a paragraph with issues

that have been discussed in the previous classes

Before class: Review all handouts to

be ready for exam.
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Transition from writing paragraphs to essays (major

differences between paragraphs and essays)

Before class: Review information
from previous weeks. After class:
Review information concerning

paragraph to essay transition
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Thesis statements and introductory paragraphs

Before class: Review information
concerning paragraph to essay
transition. After class: Review
thesis statements and introductory

paragraphs handouts.
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Body paragraphs

Before class: Review thesis
statements and introductory
paragraphs handouts. After class:
Review body paragraphs handout.
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Concluding paragraphs and review

Before class: Review body
paragraphs handout. After class:
Review all material, especially

that from lessons 11-14.
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Final. Students will write a short essay in class

Before class: Review all material

especially that from lessons 11-14.
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